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Background

ÅIncreasing exposure of GEES disciplines 

in the media

ÅThis does not appear to translate into 

increasing demand for student places

ÅWHY?



Perceptions of GEES disciplines

ÅOn the form provided cross through the box 

which corresponds to your own discipline or 

area of expertise.

ÅYou have 30 seconds leftéé.

ÅYou have 2 minutes to write down as many 

words as you can think of relating to the 

remaining discipline(s).



Perceptions of GEES disciplines

ÅStudy 1: School student perceptions of the 

GEES disciplines (GEES)
ïPiloted on 10 schools in south Wales (Years 7, 10 & 12)

ïRevised questionnaire to 10 further schools (Year 12 only)

ïTotal sample size of 946 students in across 20 schools

ÅStudy 2: Undergraduate student and staff 

conceptions in environmental and natural 

sciences (Experiential Learning CETL)

ïUniversity of Plymouth students and staff in GEES disciplines

ï650 undergrads and 44 academic staff (~70% of total)

ïLongitudinal study running until 2009-2010



Research questions

ÅStudy 2 (CETL): What do you think 

geography / geology / environmental 

science is about or concerned with?

ÅStudy 1 (GEES): Geography / geology / 

environmental science: what do you 

think this is all about?



School students: geography

ñI think that geography is about the world e.g. population, 

planets, rocks the sea and the weather. It is also split into 

human, physical and the environmentò(Year 10)

ñI think it is all about maps and weather. Learning about 

countrys [sic]ò (Year 7)

ñThe study of the physical and human processes of the 

earthò (Year 12)

ñThe study of the earth ïnatural issues, people in the 

environment and how they affect each otherò (Year 12)




