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Introduction 

In UK level there have been a number of initiatives within the higher education sector to promote e-learning as a means to empower and engage learners. One such strategy document Harnessing technology transforming learning and children’s services, commented that “a greater focus on technology will produce real benefits for all” (Department for Education and Skills, 2005, p.2).  Higher Education Funding Council for England, HEFCE (2009, p.6) state that, “focus should be on student learning rather than on developments in technology per se, enabling students to learn through and be supported by technology.”  Furthermore, the current generation of students entering University comes with some technological gadgetry and form part of the modern day ‘net generation’ (Oblinger and Oblinger, 2005). They bring with them a wealth of online experiences and skills, which need to be utilized by today’s practitioners and incorporated into student learning activities. 

More recently universities are being challenged to embrace technology, rather than be threatened by it (Bradwell, 2009) and have developed online course materials to support traditional campus-based learning and have developed courses, which are entirely online. E-learning is the fashionable term that has been used to describe this kind of learning.  Since the mid 2000s there has been a growth of Web 2.0 based technologies, associated with collaboration and sharing, and often referred to as the ‘Social Web’ (Shirky, 2003).  At the same time there has been growing pressure on practitioners to adopt technologies and to diversify assessment practices.  The case studies presented here, provide specific examples of how e-learning has been adopted within the Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences (GEES) disciplines.  Personal reflections and advice are provided, which moves away from the more generic e-learning practitioner guides. The case studies demonstrate the emergence of Web 2.0 applications with examples referring to podcasting and digital storytelling. The case studies were collected between 2006 and 2009 and provide a unique opportunity for practitioners to share, learn, reflect upon and re-use within the wider Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences (GEES) disciplines. Requests for contributions were made via GEES distribution lists, advertisements within the Planet publication, and personally communications with colleagues.  This collection reflects a snap shot of e-learning practice from colleagues and is International in scope with exemplars taken from practitioners in the UK, USA, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa.  The themes are: - 
1
Virtual Learning Methods

2.
Teaching Subject Knowledge & Delivery

3.
Learning to Learn

4.
Supporting Field Learning

5.
Assessment

6.
Peer to Peer learning

7
Supporting Research
8
Conclusions

The editors provide a short concluding chapter with a synthesise of key points from the contributed case studies and offer some reflections to colleagues considering using an e-learning approach.  Some general commentary is provided and advice is offered on how to avoid some of the more obvious problems.  
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