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	Synopsis of Project
	A short description of the structure of the project and the primary resources utilised in teaching
The project was structured in a way to first introduce final year Geography students at the University of Hertfordshire to the country of Ethiopia and the recent political history of Ethiopia. It then introduces the effects of the 1984-5 famine. For most students that are not old enough to remember the famine this creates empathy for the need for emergency food aid. It then asks students to reflect on the different socio-economic, political and environmental causes of this famine before examining the effectiveness of different governmental and NGO responses to this famine. Students are asked to make a judgement about the success of the distribution of aid, assisted by current first hand accounts of life in Ethiopia, before reflecting on the lessons learned from this famine and the international development aid legacy. Knowledge and understanding is then tested a week later in a mock television interview assessment, an example of which is given. During this week students are expected to develop their knowledge and understanding further by doing additional reading around the questions raised. 

The freehand GLO pattern maker was used.
The primary resources used were the ITN Newsfilm archive and the PANOS oral history/testimony database.


	Aims/Objectives
	List the primary teaching and learning aims of the project
· To act like a virtual field work experience (see Spicer & Stratford, 2001) to compensate for the prohibitive costs of real field work in Ethiopia;
· To introduce students to a new kind of learning object (see Bennett, 2006).
· effective embedding of images within teaching;
· development of historical understanding through the use of film narrative (See Jarvis, 2005 for a discussion on the use of narrative);

· development of empathetic skills in a historical context (Harris and Foreman-Peck, 2004);
· development of critical thinking skills through contextual analysis of newsfilm and oral testimony, and comparative work with textual materials such as development journals and NGO reports;

· development of evidence-based argumentation skills;

· development of independent learning skills (Candy, 1991) 
· to enhance employability (see Gedye et al., 2004; Robinson, 2008) through skills development in the assessment;
· to acknowledge different learning styles (Kolb, 1984; Honey and Mumford , 1992).


	Main Outputs and Outcomes
	Describe the results of the project in action
Owing to significant institutional delays in receiving the site licence for the ITN archive it was not possible to use the GLO for the assessment because of the limited time available to learn the new software. A decision was taken to incorporate the ITN Newsfilm into a powerpoint presentation, as an interim measure until next year when the GLO will be used.
I have applied to disseminate the findings of this project at the Fourth International Blended Learning Conference "Engaging Students in the Curriculum" which will take place on 17th and 18th June 2009 at De Havilland Campus, University of Hertfordshire. This will take the form of a poster presentation and a paper in the conference proceedings.
The tutorial will also be placed onto the GEES Subject Centre resource database.



	Student Feedback
	Any student feedback from use of the GLO or the archives is useful
Initial feedback from students has been very positive towards the quality and standard of the ITN News films. Their engagement with the exercise was very professional throughout. Whilst the GLO was not initially used a number of students who took part in the exercise have since seen the tutorial in the GLO and were complementary towards the outward appearance and interface of the GLO. I must emphasize that they did not orientate themselves through the GLO, so this observation should be treated with caution.

 

	Observations for future projects
	List any problems, setbacks, or frustrations you have experienced, as well as any positive aspects of the project or archives
Problems with the GLO software

· Inability to switch between the pattern maker and main GLO (and visa versa) resulting in the system to crash.
· Inconsistency in the different pattern maker node titles between freestyle and standard formats.
· Lack of flexibility in slide format including the inability to upload more than one still image or video film onto a single slide. 
· Inability to change the emphasis of a slide by adjusting either the image size or the text box size.
· The rigid format of the expert slide.

· Lack of guidance on the expert slide for students on how to activate the audio files (i.e. by activating the topic and then double clicking the image). 
· It is not possible to upload an image onto the opening start slide. 
· Inability to opt for a text only slide outside of that of the start slide (This is useful for introducing assignment rubrics at the end of the tutorial –perhaps an idea for a new type of node).
· It would have been useful to be able to provide a title to an uploaded image, particularly still images. 
· The fact that once you had created a slide if you wanted to see what it would look like in a different slide format it would lose the content of the original.

· The case sensitive and the exact word sensitive nature of the answers in the freestyle ‘do learning’ green node slide option 4 that make this answer option unfeasible for any answer beyond a single word.
· I thought the question slide formats only allowed assessment of surface learning.
Positives
· Technical support and help has been very good.
Problems with the ITN Newsfilm archive

· Copyright images in film extracts that seemed illogical i.e. when an interview was given in a studio and you can continue to hear the audio but for a section only not see the interview.
· Famous scenes such as the student standing in front of the Tank in Tiananmen Square being copyright when it is clearly not covered by copyright law in still images. 
· The lack of what I remember as famous environmental news items e.g.  Reference to the work of the Club of Rome and the Torrey Canyon not being available that resulted in a complete change to my original ideas for the project.
· The search facility seemed at times completely random possibly because the titles of some of the search extracts seemed somewhat illogical.
· Lack of guidance on how to reference these films.

· Some mixed sound quality in the extracts that were downloaded
· Difficulty of re-accessing the downloaded films using the public interface. This was not always possible.
· The fact that the archive is not been updated. 
Positives:
· I have found the project management and technical support network  to be very good


References
Bennett, S. (2006)New Kinds of Learning Objects, Journal for the Enhancement of Learning and Teaching, 3, 2, 18-28.

Candy, P.C. 1991 Self-Direction for Lifelong Learning, Jossey-Bass Higher and Adult Education Series San Francisco, California.

Gedye S., Fender E & Chalkey, B. (2004) ‘Students’ Undergraduate Expectations And Post Graduation Experiences Of The Value Of A Degree, Journal Of Geography In Higher Education, 28 (3), 381-396.

Harris, R. and Foreman-Peck, L. (2004) 'Stepping into other people's shoes': teaching and assessing empathy in the Secondary History Curriculum. International Journal of Historical Learning, Teaching and Research, 4, (2), 1-14.
Jarvis, J. (2005) Telling stories in class: an exploration of aspects of the use of narrative in a higher education context, Journal for the Enhancement of Learning and Teaching, 2,1, 6-13.
Kolb D A (1984) Experiential Learning: Experience as the Source of Learning and Development New Jersey: Prentice-Hall

Honey P. and Mumford A. (1982) Manual of Learning Styles London: P Honey 
Robinson Z (2008) Embedding employability context through assessment design, Planet 21,64-67.

ITN News Film Archive reference list

1. Summary : 1. Royal Visit to Ethiopia http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=Gaumont_British&bulletinID=2596&Time_Start=0:00:00:00&duration=0:06:51:01
Accessed 20/10/2008
2. Summary : Jonathan Dimbleby appeal on behalf of Ethiopia Famine victims. Shots of famine victims.
http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=ITV_News&bulletinID=1071775&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:03:44:02
Accessed 20/10/2008

3.  ETHIOPIA: Cardinal Basil Hume
http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=Channel_4_News&bulletinID=1081134&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:01:19:22
Accessed 20/10/2008
4. ETHIOPIA RESETTLEMENT/STORY 2:
http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=ITV_News&bulletinID=1194803&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:02:07:15
Accessed 20/10/2008
5. Ethiopia Story 2:
http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=Channel_4_News&bulletinID=1076965&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:05:33:04
Accessed 20/10/2008

6. ERITREA STORY 3: The rebels
http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=Channel_4_News&bulletinID=1081493&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:03:29:18
Accessed 20/10/2008
7. ETHIOPIA CHARITY RECORD
http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=ITV_News&bulletinID=1081433&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:01:16:17
Accessed 20/10/2008
8. BAND-AID RELIEF
http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=ITV_News&bulletinID=1191172&Time_Start=00:00:00:11&duration=00:01:23:18
Accessed 20/10/2008

9. ETHIOPIA FAMINE AID
http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=ITV_News&bulletinID=1080967&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:01:30:04

Accessed 20/10/2008

10. ERITREA/STORY 1:
http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=Channel_4_News&bulletinID=1081460&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:04:03:14
Accessed 20/10/2008
11. ETHIOPIA: A look at War on Want

http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=ITV_News&bulletinID=1081016&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:01:45:01

Accessed 20/10/2008

12. ETHIOPIA: BOB GELDOF 1987

http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=ITV_News&bulletinID=1105530&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:01:34:22
Accessed 20/10/2008
13. Ethiopia Story  4

http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=ITV_News&bulletinID=1194827&Time_Start=00:00:00:11&duration=00:03:35:19
Accessed 20/10/2008
14. OVERSEAS AID & ETHICAL SHOPPING

http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=Channel_4_News&bulletinID=1176034&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:03:24:10
Accessed 20/10/2008
15. THIRD WORLD DEBT: BRITAIN CANCELS DEBT REPAYMENT
http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=Channel_4_News&bulletinID=1009491&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:02:13:16

Accessed 20/10/2008 

16. Live Aid 20 years on clip

http://ledi.edina.ac.uk:7824/fullRecord.php?collection=Channel_5_News&bulletinID=1037093&Time_Start=00:00:00:00&duration=00:02:08:04

Accessed 20/10/2008
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