GEES Subject Centre Enterprise, Skills & Entrepreneurship Curriculum Resources

How can Enterprise / Entrepreneurship be Supported through the Curriculum?

	Including these skills in the curriculum need not be an added burden but can provide an opportunity to…
· Be more creative within the curriculum 

· Teach content with more relevance to real-life scenarios.

Examples of modules, projects and short tutorial exercises from geography, earth and environmental sciences are provided in the body of this resource pack, together with more discursive papers on embedding enterprise / entrepreneurship in the curriculum.




Discussions with staff in the GEES disciplines and with colleagues involved in supporting graduate start-ups, has suggested that higher education can support entrepreneurship in two ways:

Developing and enhancing skills, aptitudes and attitudes. 

This includes providing students with the opportunities and motivation to: 

· work creatively and independently;

· develop research, analysis and critical thinking skills; 

· practice time, project, risk and people management skills;

· be able to work in unfamiliar environments and respond to unexpected events;

· better understand their own capabilities and traits and to enhance their confidence in their own abilities.

This dimension of entrepreneurship sits well with current skills development within the GEES disciplines and is often manifest within team projects, dissertations, field and lab work. Such skills are invaluable to all graduates whether they wish to set up their own businesses, work for an employer or research / teach in secondary or higher education. The resources developed by this project will provide additional support to higher education staff looking to include entrepreneurial skills more explicitly within their curricula.

[See also student support – this is what they want too]

Business and Financial Knowledge and Understanding 

Many staff in the GEES disciplines are less well equipped to provide detailed information on the business and financial knowledge required to set up a business. However, supporting the students in the above skills areas empowers them to seek out and take advantage of other sources of information. Many, if not all, higher education institutions offer resources (e.g. booklets, workshops, courses, guidance and advice) to support entrepreneurship through careers services, enterprise units and business schools. In addition, several universities now have graduate start-up facilities, including incubator units, which can directly support new ventures.
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