GEES Subject Centre Enterprise, Skills & Entrepreneurship Curriculum Resources

Project Overview
What is this resource?

This resource pack is a collection of information, ideas, examples of practice and case studies which is intended to provide a starting point for colleagues interested in including elements of enterprise / entrepreneurship within their modules or courses in geography, earth or environmental sciences.

It is by no means a definitive or complete collection but is intended as a starting point for curriculum development. Hopefully it will provide some food for thought, hints & tips, and practical ideas. This resource pack is also available on-line at:

http://www.gees.ac.uk/projects/entrep.htm
Many more generic resources can be found at the Higher Education Academy web-site at:

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/Enterprise.htm
How was this resource developed?

The GEES Subject Centre developed these subject-specific curriculum materials through a one-year project which involved:

· Collating existing examples of practice from staff in the three subjects;

· Gathering case studies from GEES graduate entrepreneurs;

· Piloting the materials at a pioneering two-day residential event for both staff and students.

The resource was developed collaboratively by working with GEES staff throughout the UK to share existing practice, adapt generic materials for the disciplines, and to discuss and articulate relevant issues.

Students were also involved in the project through participation and feedback at a two-day residential event intended to provide a taster of entrepreneurship skills. As well as supporting skills development, the event gave the students an opportunity to network and learn from peers, staff and entrepreneurs with similar interests.

What did the project tell us – what did we learn?

The project has provided a solid base of resources and information on which the GEES Subject Centre can develop further opportunities for supporting the embedding of entrepreneurial skills within the curriculum. In particular the project told us that:

· There are people out there doing this in higher education in the GEES disciplines;

· Some staff are really interested in including these types of skills in the curriculum both to enhance their students employability and to provide more creative ways of teaching.

· Many students are very keen to learn more about setting up their own businesses;

· Using enterprise as a curriculum development tool can create a real sense of enthusiasm, buzz, motivation and creativity, and can offer exciting ways to engage students in learning about our disciplines, enjoying the learning and wanting to apply it to their future work.

· That we as a Subject Centre might work in more ‘enterprising’ ways and apply these curriculum tools to our own events and activities – it’s given us a desire to be more creative.

Want to know more?

More information is available from Helen King at the GEES Subject Centre:

Email: 
h.king@plymouth.ac.uk
Tel: 
01752 233 532

Fax: 
01752 233 534

Address: 
Buckland House, University of Plymouth PL4 8AA
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