GEES Subject Centre Enterprise, Skills & Entrepreneurship Curriculum Resources

What Support do Students Need?

It is sometimes argued that ‘true entrepreneurs’ will not need additional support as they will ‘naturally’ have the drive and motivation to find their own way. For a very small minority of students this may be the case. However, there are also other students out there who are fully capable of setting up their own businesses and have some great, enterprising ideas but who need a little guidance and confidence-boosting to get them started. 

At the beginning of the GEES Enterprise, Skills and Entrepreneurship workshop the participants were asked to note down what they wanted to get from the event. Their notes, together with their application statements, suggest that their main reasons for wishing to attend the event related to enhancing their general skills base and developing self-confidence.
These quotes are from some of the students’ application statements:

“…although it develops academic knowledge, a PhD like mine will not really give me scope to learn the day-to-day practical, creative and business sides of life….I feel I need to improve these kinds of skills to increase my employability.” 

“I am a motivated person. I want to learn as much as I can and whenever and wherever I can so that I am able to apply those skills that I have learned in the future, to contribute to society.” 

“I am now looking to develop my personal & creative skills with a particular focus within the environmental sector. I also aim to develop my social entrepreneurial skills on the basis that I am managing an increasing number of Charity Co-ordinators.” 

“I want to find out about support available. I hope to be able to leave with even more enthusiasm and confidence and some proper direction about my next steps. Meet new people and exchange ideas, have discussions, maybe keep in touch for morale etc.!” 

These are some relevant quotes from the students’ notes at the beginning of the workshop:

“[I need] the confidence to take what ideas I have and give them a go, rather than just becoming another slave to the system.” 

“[I want] methods of communication – practicalities – inspiration, motivation and most of all the belief that I can do it!”

“[I want] ideas for innovation & ways of thinking. See behind business – is it viable for me to get involved as a self-employed business entrepreneur? Do I really want to sent up my own business?”

“[I need] more inspiration and enthusiasm to start. Know where to get help when problems arise.”
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