GEES Subject Centre Enterprise, Skills & Entrepreneurship Curriculum Resources

What does Enterprise / Entrepreneurship Mean to the GEES Disciplines?

The following quotes are from geography, earth and environmental sciences staff and students who attending the GEES Subject Centre “Enterprise, Skills & Entrepreneurship” event in January 2005. They were asked to write notes on “What is entrepreneurship?” Their answers follow common themes including:

· Ideas
· Inspiration
· Motivation
· Innovation
· Risk

There is also occasional reference to business skills and knowledge but largely the GEES ‘definition’ of entrepreneurship relates to personal attitudes and aptitudes. This view of entrepreneurship matches the support needs of students as discussed in the ‘Student Interest’ section, in that they require support to boost their skills, confidence and idea-generation.

What is Entrepreneurship? Students’ Responses:

 “Innovative ideas leading to an independent business venture.”

“Developing ideas for & running a successful business – innovation in business, making most of scope to grow the business.
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“Having your own ideas on how something should be done and the motivation and ability to put it into practice. Not toeing the line – being narcissistic”

“Starting up your own business, with innovative ideas and goals.”

“Being inspired / motivated to initiate plans for your own business, to sell your ideas.

 - seeing an opportunity to fill.”

“- Developing ideas and exploiting them

 - The use of business and academic skills for personal as well as social benefit.”

“- A relationship in business, skills to develop your own career.

 - Way to cooperate & encourage people working in teams”

“- Materialise your business ideas – creating your own business.

 - Help to solve a problem or satisfy a business need”

“Self employment – owning own business. Being able to develop ideas with reality of a successful business, creating own opportunities with and for others and self.”

“[Before workshop] Initiative / originality in the line of business. Individual development of ideas / plans. Riddled with risk.

[After workshop] Taking a chance + being able to convince those around you that it really can change things.”

What is Entrepreneurship? Staff Responses:

“Innovation to achieve a specific goal, allows risk taking.”

“Business initiation that has a higher than normal risk associated with it (i.e. not all business development is necessarily a result of entrepreneurship). It’s also Your risk, mainly.”

“Innovation. Determination. Leadership. Risk-taking. Resilience. Vision. Ability”

“To have or develop the skills to establish a business oriented mind set.

 Thinking out of the box.

 Creativity.”

“Ability to take ideas, own or others, and convert into a product or service which is profitable.”

“A serial assembler of bits and pieces into a previously unconsidered commercial whole.”

“Dev skills attributes & competencies associated with entrepreneurs applied in the environment helps to foster ‘entrepreneurial’ approach by staff & students for development of

- transferable skills

- employability skills

- creating & building for a successful future”

Examples of GEES-graduate Entrepreneurs

Studying geography, earth or environmental sciences in higher education provides a thorough knowledge and understanding of the Earth, its people and environment. Through team projects, simulations, field courses, lab work and a variety of other learning experiences, students also have the opportunity to develop a range of work-related skills. Thus GEES graduates are well equipped to pursue a wide variety of careers both in these subject areas and beyond. During this project we have identified many entrepreneurs who have graduated from the GEES disciplines. The types of businesses they have set up include:

Subject-related: e.g. 

Environmental consultancy e.g. http://www.terraqueousltd.co.uk/
Geophysical site investigation services e.g. http://www.terradat.co.uk/
Geological surveying

Field equipment design & manufacture e.g. http://www.cambridge-insitu.com/
Tourism (eco tourism, geological tours) e.g. http://www.fossilwalks.com/ 

Recycling e.g. http://home.btconnect.com/fairfield/fairfield/fcomposting.htm
Marine conservation

And beyond: e.g. 

Web development e.g. http://www.ethicalwebsites.com
IT training e.g. http://www.compu-train.co.uk 

Retail 

Freelancing (tv production; filming; science journalism)
Case Studies of GEES Entrepreneurs

The following four case studies of GEES graduate entrepreneurs are available to download from the web-site:

· Colin Deady: 
Ethical WebSites

· Ben Malin: 
Terraqueous Ltd. – Environmental Consultancy

· Nick Russill: 
TerraDat Geophysics

· Emma Smith: 
Fairfield Materials Management
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