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Example 11: Outline Scope for a Commercial Practice module

Dei Huws, University of Wales: Bangor

Background

Upon graduation, the School considers it important that a Masters student is equipped not only with a sound theoretical and practical understanding of their aspect of marine science, but is also capable of using these skills to contribute directly to the nation’s economy.  This may be in the form of gaining experience within an established organisation or may involve the setting-up of a business enterprise.  The scope of any module concerning ‘Commercial Practice’ within an intensive, subject-specific Masters course can, by nature, only provide knowledge and understanding at an elementary level, but its purpose is to introduce an awareness of key issues which will relate to their career development.

The aim of this module is twofold: to give an introduction to the world of business in a generic sense; and to introduce the student to the practices of specific branches of industry and business in marine science.  Within our Masters programme, each course will attend Lecture Series I (The World of Business) with Lecture Series II being course-specific and involving guest speakers from the commercial sector.

Lecture series I: The world of business 

Entrepreneurship: 

· The characteristics of an entrepreneur

· An introduction to the concept of the small business

· Routes into small firm employment 

· The inter-relationship between large and small firms 

Small business planning and development

· An introduction to the business plan.

· Predicting the future of small business development in the regions

Marketing - control and planning

· core marketing concepts

· marketing management 

· customer value and satisfaction, 

· marketing strategy

· Predicting client behaviour.

Human resources – role, scope and responsibility of HR staff

· strategic and administrative roles of HRM

Management and organisation

· the nature of management and leadership roles

· organisational structure within business

Lecture series II (5 credits): MSc Applied Marine Geoscience: The Offshore Industry
Role of the Contractor 

Role of the Consultant 

Role of the Research Institute 

Role of Professional Bodies 

Case study site investigation – Seafloor characterisation

Case study site investigation – Geohazard mapping

Contact Details

Name: Dr Dei Huws

Department / Institution: School of Ocean Sciences, University of Wales: Bangor 

Email: oss082@bangor.ac.uk
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