GEES Subject Centre Enterprise, Skills & Entrepreneurship Curriculum Resources

Example 3: You are on your own: Ice Breaker

Pauline Kneale, University of Leeds

Level: Any

Number of Students: Any in groups of 2-4
Type of Exercise: A useful ice breaker or start to a session for those not yet introduced to the idea of starting a business

Summary
The aim of this activity is for the participants to realise they have resources and skills that they could use if they were pushed into starting a business. 

~~/~~

Aims and Learning Outcomes
The objectives for the participants are 

· to have a fuller understanding of their own enterprising skills 

· to start discussing enterprising ideas, get comfortable with group discussions

Design and Operation

1. Pose the question: ‘If you were out of work / University tomorrow and no one, NO ONE would employ you, how would you make a living?  You have 3 minutes to develop a list – on your own’.  

2. At then end of 3 minutes ask for a quick feedback on their ideas, which will bring out the diversity of their ideas, ‘oh yes I could do that too’ comments.   

3. Then ask students to share their ideas with their neighbour and create a list of the skills they already have to support their ambition to start this new enterprise.  

4. After 5 minutes ask them to work out what they would need to do in the first week and first month to get the business going.  Put the main points on a OHP / Poster. 

5. Do a group show and tell of the mini posters. With people moving around the room to look at a variety of opportunities. 

Students discuss, staff encourage. No formal assessment. 

Support Materials
Flip chart/poster paper, pens, blu-tac,

Evaluation

This is a fun session that takes about 20 minutes and gets the students to realise they could go down this route.  It pulls out the skills.  In debriefing be positive and enthusiastic no matter how whacky the idea. The later sessions in a course can address some of the  realities of starting a business. In my experience a class of 60 has about 130 ideas between them.  Some students do list posters – but most create elaborate spiders web of people with links.

Student Comments

I really found this difficult at the start, but once I heard what the girls behind me were doing I realised that there are things that I can do. I am very involved with the junior school some of her each year and this showed me that I do enjoy getting good together for the store and I really enjoy selling and talking to people.

Gruber had so many I feared it was hard to choose one to plan which was really surprising..I sell on eBay quite a lot, developing an idea around a web site and selling is something I realise I could do. 

Lots of fun to hear everyone’s ideas, they were all so different.

Sharing ideas at the start really helped me to understand what be enterprising can be. It was much harder to make a plan for the first week and first month. 

Advice
Be cheerful and enthusiastic. Encourage discussion and creative thinking. Give examples – dog walking service; gardening; serious car boot trader; meals from home; writing web pages; tutoring; teaching yoga; …

Contact Details

Name: Pauline E Kneale, Professor of Applied Hydrology with Learning and Teaching in Geography

Department / Institution: School of Geography, University of Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT

Email: p.e.kneale@leeds.ac.uk
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