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‘How does your experience of your course compare with any expectations you may have had?’
Llinos Jenkins, 2nd year BSc Marine Geography at Cardiff University.
The decision to study Marine Geography was not a hard one, at the time Cardiff University was the only institute offering such an unusual and exciting degree, as such I was quick to snatch up the opportunity to study it. Originally I wanted to be a Marine Biologist but my biology was never as good as my geography so I went for the latter in the end. I entered the course with great enthusiasm, whenever I told anyone what it was I was going to study a whole league of questions ensued, people were always curious about it and I often found myself repeating the title to them as if they did not believe me! Whenever anyone asked what the subject was about I used to answers it was just the geography of the sea bed, but that does not do it justice by far. Over the past 1 and a half years I have been given a whole new appreciation for the words ‘Marine Geography’, my subject looks at so many different aspects of the oceans that I never knew existed; ecology, resources development, the atmospheric impacts, geographical information systems and hydrography just to name a few. But it was more than that again, as I learnt that the oceans had a deep impact on industry and life in general, even for those who had never seen the sea! It has been so much more than I could have possibly imagined.

I consider myself very lucky to study my degree at Cardiff University; coming from a small country background with fairly grounded teachers I was utterly overwhelmed when I met my lecturers. Each one of them was so much more than just another ‘teacher’ to them lecturing was something else they did along with a league of other things, they are acclaimed authors, active hydrographers, biologists studying new species, politicians devising new environmental laws and even some have made their way onto television! Listening to their stories opened my eyes to the vastness of the field I was joining. There are simply so many opportunities within marine geography that you would not know which one to choose; I could never have anticipated such an open minded degree where freedom of thought and your own opinion are valued skills. I had joined an active department with was constantly advancing in a way that was not only exciting to witness but filled me with amazement that I would one day be part of this dynamic industry.
As soon as my first lectures began I was amazed how involved we became in up to date progress, each lecture became like watching live News coverage! I began to realise just how huge the system was and there was always so much happening that I would never have known about had I been studying history or art – In Marine Geography everything is constantly changing and you have to learn to adapt your knowledge swiftly for there is always something new to learn or prove. I had believed the degree would be something similar to my A-level Geography lessons – text books written 10years ago and the occasional field trip – but I could not have been more wrong, instead I was offered an avalanche of knowledge that dealt with real happening events rather than decades old case studies. Not to say the past isn’t useful for guidance but to really understand something and feel passionately involved in it you must watch it unfold with your own eyes, not read it through someone else’s. It was at this time that I started to see the bigger picture; I was discovering things that made it hard to go home and sit with my housemates without berating them about all the things they were missing out on! How could it be that so many people didn’t know that it is estimated that by 2080 the Arctic will no longer exist?! My course brought to light some serious as well as fascinating truths; I can remember walking out of university on many occasions feeling thoroughly depressed by the things I had learnt but what really stayed with me was that I had never imagined I would become so completely involved in my subject. The fact that we are destroying are planet on such a scale was a hard thing to grasp, our abuse became hard to understand but rather than walking away from it I decided to embrace the problem and hope that one day I would be wise enough to help our earth in some way. How far I had come from the school girl whose thoughts rarely strayed from the mediocre things in life, I had matured so much in just a few months and it was something I had never expected my subject to give me – I already owed it so much. 
Marine Geography is my inspiration. And I can assure you two years ago I would have chosen something very different, but I was wrong to believe I would walk out of my university life just three years older and with a BSc behind me. It is impossible to study the environment without becoming entirely consumed by it and if you can then it’s not the right subject for you! It is a topic which you have to be truly dedicated to if you can ever hope to make a difference, and this was something that came easy to me (much to my surprise) because unlike when I began my course I know now how much work there is to be done and how to do it. Most people tend to avoid talking about the ‘big problems’ in the world, and I used to be one of them, it was always so much easier to bury your head in the sand, now I can take the bad news and immediately begin thinking about ways to resolve it – something I never imagined myself doing having never considered that I could make any kind of difference.
The environment is our home. We take, take, take from it, but studying my course I know that I, at least, am giving something back in a way I never believed possible.

